[image: image2.png]


Handout 9 

ROOT WORDS

Directions for Group Leader:
1. Read aloud the definition of “root word”
2. Lead your team in following the directions and completing the root word activity.
A root word is a word that has nothing added at the beginning or the end. It stands on its own as a word, it has a meaning. New words can be made from root words by adding beginnings (prefixes) and endings (suffixes). Root words can help students learn new words, because recognizing the root of a word when reading can students to work out what the word is and what it means.

3. Answer Sheets for the Root Words Activity can be found in Handout 9A. 

Activity Directions:

From the root words in the left column, see how many new words you can grow from the same root. Do this individually, and see how many words each of you can make in 15 minutes. Spend the rest of the exercise time, discussing any suggestions you have for additional activities that can be used with root words.

	Root Word
	New Words

	act
	

	add
	

	apply
	

	beauty
	

	care
	

	complete
	

	confuse
	

	cook
	

	correct
	

	dark
	

	decide
	

	diet
	

	electric
	

	employ
	

	engine
	

	enjoy
	

	excite
	

	faith
	

	freeze
	

	friend
	

	happy
	

	hope
	

	love
	

	produce
	

	sad
	

	suit
	

	use
	


Instructional Tip:
The root words used in this activity are at the 5th-grade level. The same activity can be conducted with root words that are appropriate for your classroom.[image: image1.png]
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