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Handout 7A

Answer Sheet - Semantic Clues

1. Decontextualized word lists are often used extensively to teach vocabulary. 

2. The nature and origin of words have long held a fascination for interested scholars and lay public, not only to satisfy the intellectual, but also because word knowledge has particular importance in literate societies.

3. The vocabulary, or lexicon, of language encompasses the stock of words of that language which is at the disposal of a speaker or writer.

4. Words are no more than labels for concepts about the world around us, and as new concepts emerge or old ones change, the lexical stock changes accordingly.

5. Vocabulary development is a lifetime undertaking in which schools play a critical role in enriching and extending the young child's basic lexical repertoire, particularly through the medium of written language.

6. The linguist W. N. Francis once commented that "many people...go through life with a vocabulary adequate only to their daily needs...but never indulging in curiosity and speculation about words.

7. Vocabulary instruction properly belongs in all subjects of the curriculum in which students meet both new ideas and the words by which they are represented in the language.

8. Teachers who are "wordlovers" themselves provide students both with a potent example of the value and pleasure that can be derived from exploring the richness and diversity of English lexicon, and with classroom contexts for such exploration by drawing on students' shared experiences.[image: image2.png]
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