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Handout 7 

Semantic Clues
Directions for Group Leader:
1. Read aloud the definition of Semantic Clues
Semantics means the study of meaning in words. Semantic clues are words in the text that can help students associate an unfamiliar word with familiar related words. For example, when reading a story about cats, good readers develop the expectation that it will contain words associated with cats, such as purr and whiskers.
2. Read aloud the words in the Word Bank

3. Work with your team to use the semantic clues in the sentences below to select the appropriate words from the Word Bank to fill in the blanks

4. After you complete each sentence, go back and discuss the clues you used to fill in the blanks
5. An answer sheet for this activity can be found in Handout 7A, the Answer Sheet for Semantic Clues
Word Bank:

Indulging
concepts
decontextualized
origins
extensively
stock

Accordingly
repertoire
derived
potent
curriculum
lay
1. ___________ word lists are often used ___________ to teach vocabulary.
2. The nature and ___________ of words have long held a fascination for interested scholars and ___________ public, not only to satisfy intellectual, but also because word knowledge has particular importance in literate societies.

3. The vocabulary, or lexicon, of language encompasses the ___________ of words of that language which is at the disposal of a speaker or writer.

4. Words are no more than labels for ___________ about the world around us, and as new concepts emerge or old ones change, the lexical stock changes ___________.
5. Vocabulary development is a lifetime undertaking in which schools play a critical role in enriching and extending the young child’s basic lexical ___________, particularly through the medium of written language.

6. The linguist W. N. Francis once commented that “many people...go through life with a vocabulary adequate only to their daily needs...but never ___________ in curiosity and speculation about words.

7. Vocabulary instruction properly belongs in all subjects of the ___________ in which students meet both new ideas and the words by which they are represented in the language.

8. Teachers who are “wordlovers” themselves provide students both with a ___________ example of the value and pleasure that can be ___________ from exploring the richness and diversity of English lexicon, and with classroom contexts for such exploration by drawing on students’ shared experiences.
Example Activity:

9. Select a reading passage (appropriate for your class) that contains new vocabulary words

10. Highlight the new vocabulary words in the text and pass out copies of the passage to the students

11. Assign each student a partner

12. Ask them to read the passage slowly together, looking for any clues that may help them define the new words

13. Ask them to work with their partner to make predictions about the meaning of the new words based on the surrounding text

14. Ask them to be prepared to explain how they used the context clues to define the words

15. Review the definitions of the words with the students pointing out the context clues and their connections to the new vocabulary words[image: image2.png]
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