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Handout 3 

Keyword Strategy
Directions for Group Leader:
1. Ask team members to read silently the information that is provided on this handout about keyword strategies.

2. Then, ask team members to review the example of a keyword that is provided.

3. Next, as a group, complete the following activity:

a. Select at least five words. Use your own or those in the word list that is provided.

b. If you choose your own, write the words in a list and define them.

c. Select keywords that will connect your selected words to their definitions. (Use the example that is provided as a guide).

d. Create drawings to represent the keywords you select.
4. After you complete the activities, you can look at Handout 3A, the answer sheet for Keyword Strategy.

The Keyword Strategy
Keyword strategies work best under the following circumstances:

5. When a keyword is obviously and readily available. If students spend time fruitlessly trying to think of a keyword and cannot find one, then the technique is not likely to be productive.
6. When the association between the keyword and the target word can be vividly and unambiguously pictured in the visual memory.

7. When both the word to be learned and the keyword are concrete rather than abstract.

8. When the word to be learned is related to concepts that already exist within the learner’s long-term memory.

9. When the strategy is combined with other strategies, such as examining its root meaning, looking for analogies with other words, or using the word actively and often in meaningful contexts.

10. When learners generate the keyword associations themselves, rather than having them delivered by a teacher or textbook.
Example Activity
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To teach students the definition of the new word, the teacher will ask the students to remember the keyword, envision the picture and how it relates to the definition, and finally recall the definition. If a teacher is trying to teach her students the definition of the old English word carline, she will first identify a good keyword. In this instance, “car” is appropriate because it is easy to represent visually and it sounds like the first part of the vocabulary word. Carline means “witch” so the teacher shows the students a picture of a car with a witch sitting in it. When asked to recall the definition of carline, students engage in a four-step process:
1.
Think back to the keyword (car)
2.
Think of the picture (a car)
3.
Remember what else was happening in the picture (a witch was in the car)
4.
Produce the definition (witch) (Scruggs & Mastropieri, n.d., p. 2)

The Access Center. (n.d.). Using mnemonic instruction to facilitate access to the general education curriculum. Retrieved September 27, 2007, from http://www.k8accesscenter.org/
training_resources/Mnemonics.asp

Example
Word List
Word
Definition
Mizzenmast
The third sail on sailing ships with three or more masts
Commentator
One who reports and analyzes news on radio or television
Boutonniere
A flower worn in a buttonhole
Bandolier
A belt, especially from cartridges, that is worn over the shoulder
Spoon-fed
To provide information in such completeness or detail that independent thought or action is precluded.[image: image3.png]
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