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Handout 5 

Summarization
Background Information
Summarization requires students to be able to distinguish between important, less important, and trivial information, so they can make judgments about the main and supporting details of text. Few students are proficient at summarizing all the materials they encounter. Many have not developed the comprehension strategies required to condense what they have read into manageable chunks of information. As students encounter text in different areas, they need strategies that they can use to sort the information they encounter.
Summarization Strategies

There are several ways of thinking about the types of summarization strategies. One way of thinking about the types of summarization strategies that you might teach in the classroom is by the length of text you want students to understand.
· The Paragraph Summarization Strategy. This strategy focuses on students reading one paragraph at a time, stopping at the end of each paragraph, and then asking some questions to find the main idea and supporting details. Students can tell someone what they think the paragraph is about, or they can write it.

· The Section Summarization Strategy. This strategy focuses on students reading a multi-paragraph section that covers a topic. The student begins by raising questions about what the section might be about. As the students read, they are prompted to make one important summary statement about each paragraph. At the end, they answer the questions they raised at the beginning of the section, state or write a connected summary using the important statements recorded during reading, and then describe how this section relates to the preceding and following sections.
· The Multi-Section Summarization Strategy. This strategy focuses on the type of summarization that is required for report writing. As the student reads each section or chapter of a book, he or she makes at least three important summary statements. When the student has finished reading the text, he or she should write a summary paragraph using the three important statements. The paragraph should include a topic sentence, at least three supporting sentences, and a closing sentence.
Special Connections. (n.d.). Teaching paragraph summarization strategies. Retrieved September 27, 2007, from http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/
specconn/main.php?cat=instruction&subsection=rc/paragraph
Summarization Activity
Directions for Team Leader:
1. Work with your team and take turns reading aloud each paragraph of the reading selection, “Development Before Kindergarten: The First Five Years.”
2. At the end of each paragraph, follow the five steps of summarization.
3. When you have completed the steps, use the topic sentences for each paragraph to develop a brief summary of the reading passage.
4. Tell your teammates that the reading selection for this activity is written at the 12th grade level.
5. Use the example that is provided to guide you in this activity. This example and associated reading selection is appropriate for the elementary school grade level. Teachers will need to select reading passages that are appropriate for the needs of their classroom and individual students.
Step 1: Pick out important details that are necessary to the text for each paragraph.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step 2: Pick out the less important or repeated ideas from each paragraph and eliminate them.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Highlight the important details in each paragraph using keywords.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: List the keywords in the order in which they appeared in the passage.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 5: Trim the list of key words down to one topic sentence for each paragraph.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reading Selection
Development Before Kindergarten: The First Five Years
Grade Level–12th
Learning to read and write begins long before the school years, as the biological, cognitive and social precursors are put into place. One of the most important preconditions for literacy in the integrity of a child’s health and sensory organs, since the window to the establishment of such skills as language is relatively brief. The child’s intelligence, as long as it is in the normal range, does not have much of an impact on the ease of learning to read (Stanovich et. al, 1984). The capacity to learn to read and write is related to children’s age-related developmental timetables, although there is no clear agreement on the precise chronological or mental age nor on a particular developmental level that children must reach before they are “ready” to learn to read and write.

Children gain an increasingly complex and decontextualized understanding of the world as their brains develop during their first years of life. As they grow and gain experience, new neural connections are established at irregular rates, with spurts and plateaus (Peterson, 1994). Although this process is orderly, it is variable among individual children due to differences in both biological and experiential influences.

Children who become successful readers tend to exhibit age- appropriate sensory, perceptual, cognitive and social skills as they progress through the preschool years. Through the interaction of maturation and experience, they become increasingly adept at mastering physical dexterity and locomotion, at categorizing and constructing relationships between physical objects, at remembering facts and events over time, at engaging in imaginative play, at forming social relationships, and so forth.
Children’s concepts about literacy are formed from the earliest years by observing and interacting with readers and writers as well as through their own attempts to read and write (Sulzby and Teale, 1991). In each situation they encounter, their understanding is both increased and constrained by their existing models of written language. In other words, while these existing models mediate and enable understanding, the knowledge and beliefs of which these models are composed are modified with use as the child explores language, text, and meaning. In this way, the breadth, depth, and nature of children’s engagement with text determines a great deal of literacy learning.
Excerpt from: Snow, C. E., Buths, M. S., & Griffin, P. (Eds.). (1998). Preventing reading difficulties in young children. Washington, DC: National Academies Press.
EXAMPLE ACTIVITY
Reading Selection
A folktale from Norway

Retrieved from http://www.whootieowl.com/pdf/BTS/Story-jpgs.pdf

Grade Level–5.7
O

nce upon a time there was a man who had three sons called Peter, Paul, and Boots. The father was so poor he didn’t even have one penny to rub against the other. So one day he told his sons they must go out into the world, for at home there was nothing to look forward to but starving to death.
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Now, the land was ruled by a king whose palace stood on top of a high hill. A great oak tree had sprung up against the king’s windows, and this oak tree was so wide and so tall that it blocked all the sunlight and so no light could come in through the palace windows. The king declared he would give a fortune to anyone who could chop down the oak, but no one could do it, for as soon as one chip of the oak’s trunk flew off, two more grew back in its stead. Also, the King said he would give both money and treasures to whoever could dig a well in his palace-yard. Because the king’s palace was on top of a high hill, and because the hill was made of solid rock, no well water could come up through the rock. The king was beside himself that everyone else in his kingdom lived near plenty of fresh well water, and he, of all people, was the only one who had to do without.
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The King set his heart on having these two things done, so he had it announced far and wide that whoever could fell the big oak in the king’s courtyard and dig a well, should have half the kingdom. Well! as you can imagine there was many a man who came to try his luck; but all the [image: image4.png]Alexq, age 8, Ma




chopping and hacking, and all the digging came to naught. The oak tree only got wider and taller at every stroke, and the bedrock didn’t get any softer for well water to come through, either.
So one day the three brothers decided to set off and try, too. The father was delighted, for even if they didn’t get half the kingdom it might happen they might find a place somewhere with a good master, and that was surely more than what he could provide for them at home. So Peter, Paul and Boots said good-bye to their father and set off.
They hadn’t gone far before they came to a forest of fir trees. Along one side of the woods rose a steep hillside. As they walked, they heard something chopping and hacking away on the hillside among the trees.
“I wonder what it is that’s chopping away up yonder?” said Boots.

 “Since when is it so unusual for a woodcutter to chop away up on a hillside?” said Peter and [image: image5.png]/
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Paul together.
“This sound is different,” said Boots. “I’d like to find out what it is.”
“You think you’re so clever,” laughed his brothers, but Boots didn’t care what they said. He climbed the steep hillside towards where the noise came, and when he reached the place, what do you think he saw? Why, an axe that stood there hacking and chopping, all by itself, at the trunk of a fir tree.
“Good day!” said Boots. “So you stand here all alone and chop, do you?”
“Yes; here I’ve stood and chopped and hacked a long long time, waiting for you,” said the Axe.
“Well, here I am at last,” said Boots. He took the axe and tucked it under his belt. Then he hurried on to catch up with his brothers.
When they had gone on a bit farther, they traveled beneath a steep rocky overhang. Up above the overhang they heard a noise that sounded like digging.
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“I wonder now,” said Boots, “what it is that would be digging and shoveling up yonder at the top of the rock.”
“There you go again, with your idiotic wondering,” laughed Peter and Paul again, “as if you never heard a woodpecker before.”
“This one sounds different,” said Boots. “I think I’ll go see what it is for myself.”
And so off he set to climb the rock, while the others laughed and made fun of him. But he didn’t let that bother him. Up he climbed, and when he got near the top, what do you think he saw? Why, a shovel that stood there digging all by itself.
“Good day!” said Boots. “So you stand here all alone, and dig and shovel!”
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“Yes, that’s what I do,” said the Shovel, “and that’s what I’ve done this many a long day, waiting for you.”
“Well, here I am,” said Boots again. He took the shovel and, slinging it over his shoulder, hurried to catch up with his brothers.
So they went on again a good bit, till they came to a brook. They were all thirsty, the three of them, after their long walk, and so they lay down beside the brook to have a drink.
“I wonder where all this water comes from,” said Boots.
“We wonder if you’re right in the head,” jeered Peter and Paul in one breath. “If you’re not mad already, you’ll go mad soon. Where the brook comes from, indeed! The brook’s here, that’s all that matters. Who cares where it comes from?”
“Still, I’ve a fancy to see where this brook comes from, just the same,” said Boots. So away he went.
Following alongside the brook he went, as the laughter from his brothers faded behind him. As he went up and up, the brook got smaller and smaller. At last, farther on, what do you think he saw? Why, a great walnut, and out of that the water trickled.
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“Good-day!” said Boots again. “So you lie here, and trickle and run down all alone?”
“Yes, I do,” said the Walnut; “and here have I trickled and run this many a long day, waiting for you.”
“Well, here I am,” said Boots. He plugged the hole with moss, so the water wouldn’t run out anymore. Then he stuffed the walnut into his pocket and ran down to catch up to his brothers.
But his brothers had already gone ahead to the city. As everyone in the kingdom had heard how they might win half the realm if they could only chop down the big oak and dig the king’s well, so many had come to try their luck that the oak was now twice as wide and twice as tall as it had been at first, for two chips grew for every one chopped out, as I daresay you remember. So the King had now laid it down as a punishment that if anyone tried and couldn’t chop down the oak, he should be sent in disgrace to a faraway island. By the time Boots had reached the city, his two brothers had already tried and failed. They had already climbed on board ship, in disgrace, headed to the faraway island.
So now it was Boots’ turn to try.
“If you are going to perform as well as your brothers,” snapped the King, for he was angry that all the young men had tried and failed, “you might as well save us all the trouble of [image: image9.png]


watching you fail and go directly aboard ship to the island.”
“Well, I’d just like to try first,” said Boots, and so he got permission. Then he took the axe out from under his belt.
“Chop away!” said he to the axe, and away it chopped, making the chips fly. It wasn’t long before down came the oak.
When that was done, Boots reached for the shovel slung over his shoulder.
“Dig away!” said he to the shovel. And so the shovel began to dig and dig till the earth and rock flew out in splinters. Soon he had the well dug out, as you may imagine.
When he got the well as big and deep as he chose, Boots took out his walnut and laid it in one corner of the well. Then he pulled out the plug of moss.
“Trickle and run,” said Boots. And so the nut trickled and ran, till the water gushed out of the hole in a stream, and in a short time fresh cool well water bubbled as high as a fountain, and the king had all the well water he could ever want.
Well, since Boots was the one who chopped down the oak which shaded the king’s palace, and since Boots was the one who dug a well in the palace-yard, so Boots was the one who was awarded half the kingdom as the King had promised.
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Soon after he began his new duties at the palace, Boots talked the king into releasing all the prisoners held captive on the faraway island, since, after all, the tree was chopped down and the well water was flowing. The king reluctantly agreed. His two brothers Peter and Paul were glad to return to the mainland, though in later years they often wondered if they hadn’t been better off back on the island, where they didn’t have to listen all day long to everyone’s saying, “Well, that Boots sure was a clever fellow to wonder about things and go in search of the answers.”
Below is an example of some of the possible responses:
Step 1: Pick out important details that are necessary to the text for each paragraph.
1st Paragraph:

There were 3 sons.


Their father was very poor.


He sent them out in the world because there was nothing for them at home
Step 2: Pick out the less important or repeated ideas from each paragraph and eliminate them.

The names of the three sons can be eliminated and the introduction of “Once upon a time...”
Step 3: Highlight the important details in each paragraph using keywords.

Keywords in Paragraph #2:


King and palace

oak blocked sunlight


fortune to chop down oak


grew back


money and treasure; dig well
Step 4: List the keywords in the order they appeared in the passage.
Same order as above
Step 5: Trim the list of key words down to one topic sentence for each paragraph.
The King offered a fortune to anyone who could cut down an oak and dig a well at his palace.[image: image11.png]
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