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The Learner Accommodations and Instructional Modifications Charts presented in this
publication are designed to assist teachers to effectively teach mathematics concepts
and skills to students who are experiencing difficulty learning mathematics. The charts
provide teachers with (1) suggested “short-term" strategies for students with learning
disabilities in the classroom; (2) tools to assist in planning instructional delivery and
assessment; and (3) suggested interventions that require teachers to think strategically
in planning an appropriate environment for learning (e.g., preparing the physical
arrangement for students or making resources available for students with specific
difficulties). Teachers may be familiar with some of the interventions suggested or they
may want to try some new interventions. With continued use of the suggested
accommodations and instructional modifications presented on the chart, teachers will
have the opportunity to evaluate their effectiveness. They may revisit the interventions
on the charts to refine and further develop their skills. Each student is different.

Teachers can use the charts to match a learner accommodation or instructional
modification with the specific difficulty experienced in learning mathematics. However,
these accommodations and modifications are suggestions, and do not replace use of
effective instructional strategies in mathematics for students with learning disabilities.

This chart is divided into several sections. Each section is dedicated to a learning
problem that mathematics students with learning disabilities often display in the
classroom: Inattention/Distractibility, Organization, Following Directions, Memory/Recall,
and Understanding/Comprehension. These learning problems are not mutually
exclusive for a mathematics student. Teachers may typically find students in their
classroom with more than one math learning problem. The adaptations and
accommodations presented in this chart fall into two categories: environmental or
instructional delivery. The reader can focus on adaptations in the classroom that are
environmental, such as physical arrangement, student appearance or resources. The
instructional delivery adaptations cover the teacher-oriented tasks related to lesson
presentation, lesson content and activities for tests, and assignment and tasks for
assessment and evaluation. Teachers must consider the characteristics and needs of
each student and how these accommodations and modifications interact with the
planned classroom activities.




For additional information on this or other topics, please contact The
Access Center at accesscenter@air.org.
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