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Handout 6

Examples of Decoding Activities

· Sound Basket
For each new sound put several pictures and/or objects in a basket and introduce the sound using these resources. Letters can be used in several fonts.

· Find the Word Challenge
Hide a CVC or four-letter word somewhere in the room. Give pupils several clues about the word; the winner is the pupil who finds the word and can read it.

· Newspaper Hunt
(a) Collect a pile of newspaper headings, (b) select a sound of the day, (c) have students see how many times they can find the sound of the day in the newspaper headings within a certain amount of time, (d) ask the student with the most to share out with the rest of the class which will determine if the selections are correct.

· Use Manipulatives
To help teach letter/sound relationships use manipulatives. These can include: counters, sound boxes and magnetic letters.

· Match The Word
It is important, especially for young readers, to use their finger to match up each word as they read across the page. This also helps teach the child one-to-one correspondence.

· Check The Picture
Many of the emergent-level texts contain illustrations that correspond directly with the written text. Encourage the reader to look for clues in the pictures that might help them on a difficult word.

· Go Back and Read Again
Once the reader figures out the difficult word, it is important that they go back to the beginning of the sentence and read it through completely.

· Get My Mouth Ready
Otherwise known as “sounding it out”. Have the reader focus on individual letters and/or letter clusters. Work through the word slowly and try to verbalize as many sounds as possible.

· Find Chunks I Know
“Chunks” is a term we use for letter clusters. There are many letters that, when combined with other letters, form one sound. Also, there are many smaller/easier words that the reader may already know hiding inside the larger difficult word. (i.e., about, speaking, there).

Resources

Synthetic Phonics

http://www.syntheticphonics.com/phonics_activity.html

Emints

http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00001676.shtml[image: image2.png]




































Optional Activity
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