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Handout 5

Examples of Phonemic Awareness Activities

1. Display a picture of a train composed of an engine, a passenger car, and a caboose. Three connecting boxes can be drawn under each component: one under the engine, connected to one under the passenger car, connected to the one under the caboose.

2. Associate phonemes with a creature, an action, or an object that is familiar to the child

Rubber Band Stretch

· Teacher models with a large rubber band how to stretch out a word as the word is said. /mmmmmmmm-/aaaaaaaaaaaa-/nnnnnnnnn/ 

· Teacher models with stretched out band how to bring rubber band back to original length and says the word fast: /man/. 

Children pretend to stretch rubber bands as they say the sounds in different words

3. Divide students into two or more groups, with at least six students in each group. Say a word. Groups must then arrange themselves to create the shape of the letter that represents the word’s initial sound.

4. Select an object in the room. Think of its initial sound. Tell students, “I spy something that begins with the letter _______.” 

If a student has a guess, he or she should raise his or her hand and wait to be called on. The first student to guess the correct object selects the next object.
5. Rhyme Game: Model rhyming first, by saying, “I can rhyme a word with /at/ that begins with /c/. Can you tell me what it is?” Cat. “I can rhyme a word with /at/ that begins with /s/. Can you tell me what it is?

6. Guessing Game: First the teacher provides an example. The teacher tells the children a category and then models in a segmented fashion the sounds of a particular item in that category. For (e.g. category of clothing—sounds may be /h/-/a/-/t/. Teacher says, “the word is hat.” Next: The teacher provides an opportunity for the students to practice: “The category is animal. The sounds are r/a/t. What is the word?)
7. Pronounce a word and tell students this is the fast way to say the word. Give an example of the slow way. For example, sit (fast way) and sss/iii/t(slow way).

8. Use Children’s Names: Draw out the first sound and exaggerate so as to draw attention to the sound, e.g. S-S-S am, or P-P-P am. Students may even begin to guess which child you are calling by the initial sound.
Resources

All Aboard the Reading Railroad

http://www.readingrailroad.net/readingrailroad/home+page/default.asp

Phonemic Awareness

http://members.tripod.com/%7EESL4Kids/phonics.html

Patti’s Activities

http://teams.lacoe.edu/documentation/classrooms/patti/k-1/activities/phonemic.html

Phonemic Awareness Consonant Worksheets

http://www.tampareads.com/phonics/whereis/index.htm[image: image2.png]




































Optional Activity
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