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Frequently Asked Questions
Effective Interventions for Struggling Readers—The Alphabetic Principle

The Alphabetic Principle
Facilitators: The Access Center has identified the questions below as questions that might arise during delivery of this module. Suggested responses follow each question.

1.
Why do we teach reading through phonics when so many English words are not phonetic?
Approximately 84% of English words are phonetically regular. Therefore, teaching the most common sound‑spelling relationships in English is extremely useful for readers.
2.
The irregular words cannot be taught phonetically, and they are often used. What do you do about these words?
The approximately 16% of so‑called “irregular” English words appear with the greatest frequency in text (about 80% of the time). However, these words are not as “irregular” as they may seem. Parts of these words often follow phonetic rules. Although they must be taught as sight words, the reader has to pay attention to their spelling patterns in order to store them in his/her memory.
3.
Doesn’t reading develop naturally, like speaking?
Some detractors of teaching phonics contend that reading develops in the same way as speaking—naturally. Foorman (1995) responds by saying, “humans are biologically specialized to produce language and have done so for nearly one million years. Such is not the case with reading and writing. If it were, there would not be illiterate children in the world.”
4.
What is the difference between phonemic awareness and phonological awareness?

Phonological awareness is an umbrella term. Phonemic awareness is part of phonological awareness, as are other skills such as syllabication, on‑set rime, rhyming, and alliteration.[image: image2.png]




































Optional Activity
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