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The following is a transcript from an open online chat event that provided an open forum for participants to share information and discuss what different states and districts are doing related to improving access to the general education curriculum  The chat took place on October 23, 2003.

ChatMaster 

On behalf of the Access Center, welcome to our "open chat" information sharing event. This is a great opportunity to communicate with colleagues from other states and districts about successes and challenges in providing access to the general education curriculum for students with disabilities.

ChatMaster 

We hope that during this hour you will share information regarding recent initiatives in your state or district and problem solve challenges you have been addressing. The format of this chat will not be structured around a specific topic as it has in previous Access Center chats, but we do have two facilitators to help encourage conversation. We are pleased to have with us today Dr. Katie Drummond and Dr. Courtney Davis, two Access Center staff members.

ChatMaster 

Dr. Katie Drummond is as a Technical Assistance Liaison with the Western Regional Resource Center (WRRC) and she assists with developing products and presentations for the Access Center.

ChatMaster 

Dr. Courtney Davis is a Technical Assistance Liaison with the Great Lakes Regional Resource Center (GLARRC) and she assists in the development of products and evaluation of the Access Center.

ChatMaster 

We encourage you to discuss whatever topics you wish to explore during this next hour. Should you experience any technical difficulties during the chat, feel free to call our technical help line at 202-295-6906.

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Since we have an open format, does anyone have a question they'd like to throw out to start the conversation?

Elizabeth Smith 

I would be interested in finding out how other states are ensuring that their graduation tests are 'accessible' to our students

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Elizabeth, where do you live?

Elizabeth Smith 

Ohio

Elizabeth Smith 

I was at the first Access meeting in late Sept.

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

I know some states developing guides with explicit suggestions for accommodations - what can be used and by whom.

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

The Access Center is able to provide resources based on your region.

Facilitator-Courtney Davis

In addition, I would like to put you in touch with other states that may have resources to share and models to share.

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Have others been dealing with the issues of graduation tests, or any assessments, and issues of access?

Elizabeth Smith 

I am aware of what our state is doing, but things are still a bit in flux - I was hoping that others would be able to share what they were doing. Also, how did the second meeting go?

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

What about more broadly stated, issues of accommodations and access to general ed. curriculum?

Bill Henderson 

Hi, Bill and Amy here from the O'Hearn. We are curious about any strategies to address students with learning disabilities, particularly around open ended, multiple step math problems

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

O.k. since the testing and accommodations conversation seems to be slow (Elizabeth, maybe we can put you in touch with folks out of the chat), let's turn to math. Any good strategies being used out there?

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Bill and Amy, what are some math strategies that have been tried?

Bill Henderson

Bill just stepped out but will be back -

Bill Henderson 

Bill's back

Amy Norton 

One of the issues that we have been dealing with in CT is lack of awareness of the full range of accommodations. It is not that teams are unwilling to provide accommodations for access to the curriculum but that they do not have an awareness of the array and possibilities that exist.

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

While Bill is out, can anyone else share effective strategies from their school, state, or organization?

Bill Henderson

Scribing, reading the question out loud, providing manipulatives

Kimberly Mearman

What about chunking the steps for math?

Bill Henderson 

The issue is with students being independent particularly with the multiple step problems that are becoming more routine in math curriculum and statewide assessments

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Kimberly, can you explain chunking?

Bill Henderson

We can break steps down for students - how do we help them develop to the point where they can do this independently when it comes to assessment time.

Kimberly Mearman 

Teach them how to break it down. Sometimes it is an issue of understanding the math language rather than the math itself.

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Since the issue of independence was brought up, do you feel the strategies mentioned are being taught in a way where they are less and less guided as time goes on? In other words, can kids be socialized towards independence?

Bill Henderson 

Good point- often times it is the vocabulary that gets in the way

Bill Henderson 

That's the goal Katie - it’s been difficult to realize in mathematics, though because questions are not standard - there are so many variations

Bill Henderson 

I suppose helping students become independent with math vocabulary is a good starting point

Wayne Ball

Are any of the participants aware of specific programs around accessing the general curriculum either in your district or state?

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Wayne, are you focusing on a particular content area?

Bill Henderson

Everybody is supposed to do it - it’s a way of educational life, not just a program

Wayne Ball

No, it was a general question dealing with access

Elizabeth Smith 

We are working on several projects in that area. Including designing a formal intervention guideline package for regular ed, so that false identification will be less likely to happen

Wayne Ball 

Good response Bill, I agree we are all supposed to do it.

Marla Holbrook

In Alabama, we are incorporating best practices of cooperative teaching as we train on standards and assessment.

Wayne Ball 

Elizabeth, what state are you in?

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Can you say more about the package, Elizabeth? And more about the training, Marla?

Kimberly Mearman

Elizabeth would you be willing to share your packet?

Facilitator-Courtney Davis

Marla, can you give us some examples from your packet?

Bill Henderson 

We do ask special education teachers, regular education teachers, and therapists to at least bi-weekly to discuss student programs and progress

Elizabeth Smith

I would like to, and will definitely do so once it has been finalized and passes the legislature

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

What's the general nature of it, Elizabeth?

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Bill, do find that those discussions yield positive outcomes for students?

Kimberly Mearman 

Herein CT we have had guidelines about interventions with the general education before the identification process. We have been drafting a more formalized set of guidelines about early intervention.

Bill Henderson

Absolutely, it focuses all professionals working with a child on issues specifically around access

Bill Henderson 

Everyone plays a role

Marla Holbrook

We are in the process of developing training on resources, curriculum guides to the standards, and using assessment results for curriculum planning. We have developed guides that break down state standards into instructional objectives. Do any of you know of a state that has developed extended/expanded standards for students with severe cognitive disabilities?

Facilitator-Courtney Davis

Kim, are your guidelines specifically to keep kids with disabilities in general education settings?

David Dickman 
Is anyone using any specific programs prior to Special Ed in order to intervene early to catch students up in reading?

Elizabeth Smith

It gives teachers lists of strategies to use when designing intervention plans, it also lists the ways that they can be identified, by state, district or teacher-made tests

Kimberly Mearman

Our guidelines are to better assure that interventions are tried within the general education curriculum for students who not labeled special education...and maybe be in danger of being misidentified.

Elizabeth Smith

Exactly, that is we are working toward

Bill Henderson

David - we are using community tutors, arts specialists also double as literacy support teachers during literacy times in grade 1 and 2 classrooms - with students who are struggling with reading who are not on ed plans

Kimberly Mearman

Marla-I have a question about using standards for students with severe cognitive disabilities...why would the standards for general education not be used-just modified as needed???

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Kimberly, are your guidelines created or implemented by a pre-referral team at the school level (before special educators intervene)?

Elizabeth Smith 

Ohio has a set of standards for Special Ed. However they still have to take the state test, with some general accommodations

Kimberly Mearman 

We do not like "pre-referral". It denotes the concept of referring. We prefer early intervention in terms of collaborative problem-solving.

Kimberly Mearman

It is a general education initiative.

Facilitator-Courtney Davis

Who is involved in the collaborative problem-solving process?

Marla Holbrook

Expanded/extended standards are based on the general curriculum standards. They are, by definition, "expanded" from the state academic standards. They are broken down into smaller parts. The expanded standards also include functional/daily living skills.

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

So do these functional skills fall under reading, math, science goals?

Wayne Ball

Many states keep the standards the same and expand at the benchmark level

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Yes -regarding students with severe cognitive disabilities, it seems a number of states are doing what Kimberly suggested - modifying the standards as would be appropriate for individual students.

Kimberly Mearman 

General educators and administrators are always involved. Support personnel and special educators are part of it only as needed in a consultation model.

Marla Holbrook 

Some (probably most) will. Others may be in addition to state standards and may include skills such as study skills and social skills.

Kimberly Mearman 

But study skills and social skills are needed for all students...Are they not???

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Do states have these types of skills stated in their standards?

Elizabeth Smith 

very much so, it is a piece that my daughter is missing

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

What are challenges of modifying benchmarks for all students?

Bill Henderson

(Amy Here) Deciding exactly when modification is necessary - the accommodations route should be exhausted before considering modifications

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Are study skills added to the curriculum as benchmarks in other states?

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Since accommodations have come up again, let's go back to Amy's issue of people not knowing the menu of accommodations? Are there any best practices of passing these along so the information is "out there" and consistent?

Amy Norton

Great point Amy. I definitely agree.

Marla Holbrook 

I have seen some states that add study skills to the standards. Alabama does not.

Amy Norton 

We try to give people as much information as we can about the range of accommodations from instructional strategies through the Assistive technology continuum

Amy Norton 

The AT Quick Wheel is a great tool

Bill Henderson

Access technology in Boston has compiled a pretty extensive list of 'no tech, low tech, mid tech, and high tech ' tools that may help in considering tools for access.

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Can you elaborate about the assistive technology continuum?

Kimberly Mearman

This point of exhausting accommodations is what we are stressing here in CT. However, people do not seem to know what thy don't know. We need strategies to help teams be better at thinking critically about strategies and to know where resources are.

Muna Shami

NCEO's Online Accommodations Bibliography can be found at http://education.umn.edu/NCEO/AccomStudies.htm
Amy Norton 

The AT Continuum is basically what Bill just mentioned. The Access Center has great info on its site. I would also recommend the Wisconsin Assistive Technology Initiative website www.wati.org
Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

What resources are states using to gauge the effectiveness of chosen accommodations and modifications?

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

How are these access/accommodation options distributed to educators? I'm thinking particularly about educators who have typically not used accommodations.

Bill Henderson 

The effectiveness of chosen accommodations is put to the test when our students take the test -

Bill Henderson

with accommodations

Kimberly Mearman 

We have been researching implementation integrity. For the most part the research measures the integrity by the student outcomes.

Amy Norton 

Courtney, effectiveness is a big issue. Many people get hung up on selecting accommodations and not making selections based on looking at the full range of factors. Many times effectiveness is last on the list.

Amy Norton 

Educators receive information about accommodations at workshops/training sessions. They have opportunities for hands-on experiences and time to go back and try things out.

Muna Shami

For State Accommodations Research from 4 states, visit 

http://education.umn.edu/NCEO/TopicAreas/Accommodations/Accom_StateResearch.htm
Facilitator-Courtney Davis

Is there a way to test the effectiveness by examining outcomes in daily course work (before the "big" assessment)?

David Dickman 

Thanks for all the great resources Muna!!!

Bill Henderson 

(Amy here) It’s a lot of trial and error - there is no one accommodation that works for everything or everyone

Amy Norton
When selecting accommodations it is so important to look at the needs of students, environments in which the accommodations will be used, the task(s) and then select the accommodation. Sometimes a student may need a different accommodation to do the same task in different environments.

David Dickman 

How does Scientific-based Research fit into all of this? Has there been any quantitative research done in this area?

Amy Norton 

It would be nice if it were one size fits all. It really depends on so many factors.

Bill Henderson 

(Amy) Check out CAST.org - lots of research on specific accommodations - ie digital text - helping students with specific needs

Bill Henderson 

(Amy) David Rose conducts a great deal of research on this topic

Amy Norton 

The National Assistive Technology Research Institute is currently doing research on AT use. http://natri.uky.edu/
Elizabeth Smith 

Check this article, it makes reference to research http://www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content/early.intervention.html
Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Currently, do any states have Universal Design for Learning initiatives?

Amy Norton 

We include UDL as part of our work with districts.

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Do people know of other research on accommodations with a low (or lower tech) emphasis?

Elizabeth Smith 

There are some being piloted in Ohio, but I have not had access to them (different part of the state)

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Amy, UDL can take lots of forms. How is your state using UDL with districts?

Amy Norton 

We include discussion of UDL in workshops and TA with districts in addressing their needs to provide students with disabilities with access to the curriculum. We are trying to get them to be as proactive as possible.

Amy Norton 

I think the hard part for many has been going from theory to practice of UDL and the time that it takes.

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

We probably have time for one more question. Are there any last minute questions and comments to share with the web chat community?

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Do people find that the workshop delivery method is an effective one - for things like UDL, accommodations etc...? Do people really put what they've learned into practice?

Amy Norton 

Yes and No. In some cases we work with teams over time and/or follow-up with online discussions. I think having additional time, support and contact make the difference.

Bill Henderson
I think workshop coupled with classroom support /consultation can be quite effective

Frances Loose 

It seems that the workshop delivery addresses some of the skills necessary to implement the model---but much more site based work would be necessary to facilitate full implementation. An aside: I was just available to log in a few minutes ago. Is there a way I can get the complete transcript?

Amy Norton
Knowing that they can get additional help makes a big difference

Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Yes the transcript will be made available on our website (past ones are there as well)!

Amy Norton

We also provide on-site TA which really has impact on practice.

David Dickman 

Muna, how have you been doing lately? Are you still working on your Doctorate? How is your family doing?

Bill Henderson 

(Amy) Teachers, like students, need to see some success or benefit before we really buy into something. I think the same is true with UDL - we have to share our successes

David Dickman

Wayne, are you heading out to Arizona soon? If you are, give me a call.

Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

Well, our time has run out. However, this discussion does not have to end.

ChatMaster 

It is time to conclude today's chat event. We are so pleased about the participation and the level of discourse. Our sincere thanks to both Dr. Drummond and Dr. Davis for participating in this event.

ChatMaster 

As a follow-up to this information sharing opportunity, we are launching our new listserv. Conversations started during this chat event can continue through this new medium at the Access Center. Simply visit http://www.k8accesscenter.org/listserve.asp and provide your email address and you will be signed up for the listserv

ChatMaster 

You can also access our homepage http://www.k8accesscenter.org/ 

and click on the "Listserv" button in the menu options on the left-hand side. Don't delay. Visit the site today so you can stay informed. Please share this information with your friends and colleagues so they, too, can stay up to date.

Amy Norton 

One of the techniques that we have found very beneficial is to have students present how the accommodation has helped them. It has a big impact on willingness to try.

ChatMaster 

There is no obligation to post messages and you can unsubscribe at any time. It is a great way to maintain ongoing discussions regarding access and the issues that arise in school districts and states around the country. Join The Access Center's Listserv - it's free, it's easy, and it keeps you connected!

ChatMaster 

Additionally, a transcript and summary of this chat will be available on the Access Center website at: www.k8accesscenter.org
Facilitator- Katie Drummond

Thanks everyone.

ChatMaster 

We would appreciate your feedback on the chat event today. Please take a minute to fill out a brief, anonymous evaluation form. Click on the following link for the evaluation form http://www.k8accesscenter.org/feedback/
Facilitator-Courtney Davis 

It was a pleasure to participate!!

ChatMaster

Watch for announcements about the November Expert Chat event in your email and on our website: www.k8accesscenter.org. 

We look forward to chatting again!

David Dickman

Thanks for everything; we appreciate the Access Center!

Amy Norton 

Thanks
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