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ACCESS CENTER RESOURCE LIST

The mission of the Access Center, funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, is to connect states and districts with research-based practices, tools, and materials that can help students with disabilities access the general education curriculum. The Access Center uses a range of technical assistance methods that include: (1) direct, intensive consulting services; (2) information-sharing communities of practice among state and local educator teams; and (3) Web-based services, including Webinars, discussion forums, and products and materials with resources that link directly to online materials.
The Access Center develops resources that focus primarily on content areas—reading, math, science, and instructional and learning strategies—that enable educators to provide students with disabilities access to rigorous academic content. The Center’s resources include:  Information Briefs, which highlight topics within a content area and include information on the research base and suggestions to facilitate the application of the research into practice, and Professional Development Modules, which are multi-component workshop packages targeted to state and local TA providers and which include facilitators’ notes, PowerPoint slides, handouts, references, and tools to evaluate workshop sessions. Most resources were produced internally by Access Center staff; however, we occasionally invite content experts who are knowledgeable in research-based practices to develop resources (when applicable, the author’s last name will follow the title of resource). The Access Center’s products can be found online at http://www.K8accesscenter.org. 
Foundational Information: Research, Curriculum, Standards, Assessment, and Professional Issues

Information Briefs
· Access Center Framework provides a foundation for readers to understand the multi-component nature of access to the general education curriculum. 
· Access Center Research Continuum helps educators evaluate the empirical evidence that underlies strategies to improve access to the general education curriculum.

· Access to the General Education Curriculum for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities explores linkages between alternate state standards, alternate assessments, the IEP, and classroom instruction and assessment.

· Aligning IEPs with State Standards and Accountability Systems summarizes current research on alignment of IEPs with state standards. Key themes suggest the importance of meaningful IEPs, pre- and in-service training, and flexible, useful special education policies.
· Research to Practice FAQs helps educators make informed decisions about the integrity and validity of the research to improve instruction.
· Special Education and Access Terminology is a quick reference of definitions and examples of terms related to students with disabilities, special education, and access.
· Teaching Matters: The Link between Access to the General Education Curriculum and Student Performance on Statewide Assessments (Warger) provides insight into the elements of a standards-based system, access to the general education curriculum, and improving student performance.
Instructional and Learning Strategies

Information Briefs
· Using Mnemonic Instruction to Facilitate Access to the General Education Curriculum describes the strategy’s research base and offers activities for implementation.
· Strategies to Improve Access to the General Education Curriculum is an overview of five strategies: instruction, learning, media and materials, supports and accommodations, and assessment. Each lists a description of the research and implications for implementation. 
· Teacher-Paraeducator Collaboration identifies the elements of collaboration and delineating classroom roles, and provides a tool to improve efficiency and communication.

· Using Peer Tutoring to Facilitate Access discusses the effectiveness of three peer-tutoring strategies:  Peer Assisted Learning, Cross-Age Tutoring, and Reciprocal Peer Tutoring.
Professional Development Modules
· Enhancing your Instruction through Differentiation explains the definition, purposes, and issues related to implementation of differentiated learning and is designed for 1.5 hour or 3 hour sessions.
· Supervising Co-Teaching Teams:  Whose line is it Anyway, and
· Improving Access to the General Curriculum for Students with Disabilities through Collaborative Teaching -- both include research on co-teaching, types of co-teaching, planning and scheduling, and evaluating co-teaching teams. [Under Development]
Reading and Language Arts

Information Briefs

· Accessing Skills Towards Successful Writing Development provides an overview of writing development for students with disabilities. 

· Components of an Effective Reading Program provides the research base, assessment issues, instructional considerations, instructional strategies, and references for components identified by the National Reading Panel.
· Computer-Assisted Instruction and Reading introduces readers to the use of computer-based instruction to improve student reading achievement.

· Computer-Assisted Instruction and Writing offers practical information and examples to enable application of computer software to address student needs related to writing. 

· Considerations When Selecting a Reading Program discusses the steps important to selecting a reading program, based on research by the National Reading Panel. 
· Differentiated Instruction for Reading discusses the use of differentiated instructional strategies, with a focus on improving reading instruction.
· Differentiated Instruction for Writing offers educators a research foundation and practical strategies for using differentiation strategies to improve the writing skills of students with disabilities.
· Early Reading Proficiency and its Relationship to Accessing the Curriculum discusses research-based early reading practices.

· Early Reading Assessment:  A Guiding Tool for Instruction provides an overview of the purpose and benefits of early reading assessment, examples of data collection methods, and considerations for selecting a reading measure.

· Literacy-Rich Environments provides a description of the strategy and its research base.
· Teaching Writing to Diverse Student Populations (Troia) discusses the complexity of writing and the skills needed for successful composition, describes challenges that writing may pose for students with disabilities, and suggests areas to focus on for remediation. 
· Using Mnemonic Instruction to Teach Reading provides mnemonic strategies to facilitate student reading achievement. 
· Using Mnemonic Instruction to Teach Writing provides mnemonic strategies that focus on enhancing student performance in writing.

· Web-Based Resources on Reading provides a compilation of reading resources and materials. 
Professional Development Modules

· Research-Based Reading Components focuses on phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency, and is based on research from the National Reading Panel. [Under Development]
Mathematics

Information Briefs
· Computer-Assisted Instruction and Mathematics introduces readers to the use of computer-based instruction to improve student math achievement.
· Concrete Representational Abstract Instructional Approach introduces readers to the CRA instructional technique.
· Differentiated Instruction for Math provides a tool for educators to incorporate differentiation strategies into math content.
· Direct/Explicit Instruction and Mathematics defines direct instruction and describes six teaching functions associated with direct instruction. 
· Direct Instruction in Middle School Mathematics for Students with Learning Disabilities. (Gagnon & Maccini) introduces readers to the research underlying the use of direct instruction to improve math achievement of students with mild disabilities at the middle school level.
· Learner Accommodations and Instructional Modifications in the Mathematics Classroom for Students with Learning Disabilities, based on the work of  Dr. David Allsop, identifies student characteristics, and accommodations and modifications that teachers may use to address these characteristics. 
· Learning Strategies and Mathematics provides a brief overview of learning strategies to improve student math achievement.
· Math Graphic Organizers for Students with Disabilities (Maccini & Gagnon) describes the use of graphic organizers to improve student math achievement and provides an example.
· Math Problem Solving for Middle School Students with Disabilities (Montague) focuses on strategies for solving math problems and introduces Solve It!, which is designed to teach cognitive and metacognitive strategies and processes. 
· Math Problem Solving for Primary Elementary Students with Disabilities (Montague) and
· Math Problem Solving for Upper Elementary Students with Disabilities (Montague) provide an overview of the math problem-solving process and discuss how students can acquire and develop problem-solving skills.
· Mathematics Strategy Instruction (SI) for Middle School Students with Learning Disabilities (Gagnon & Maccini) provides of an overview of the use of strategy instruction with students. 
· Strategy/Implicit Instruction and Mathematics provides a definition and overview of strategy instruction using math content.

· Student Access to Division: An Alternative Perspective for Students with Learning Disabilities (Foley & Cawley) applies the Interactive Unit design that allows for a variety of instructional practices when teaching division.
· Using Mnemonic Instruction to Teach Math provides strategies to facilitate student math achievement.
· Using Peer Tutoring for Math provides an overview of the use of peer coaching and tutoring to improve student math performance.
· Web-Based Resources for Mathematics: Articles Related to Mathematics Education (CAST) synthesizes research related to instruction to enhance student math achievement. 

· Web-Based Resources for Mathematics: Tools and Activities for Teaching and Learning (CAST) synthesizes classroom resources and instructional tools.

Professional Development Modules
· Strategies for Accessing Algebraic Concepts (K-8) includes two sessions on research-based strategies to help students with disabilities access algebraic concepts. [Under Development]
Science


Information Briefs
· Computer Assisted Instruction and Science introduces readers to the use of computer-based instruction to improve student science achievement. 

· Differentiated Instruction for Science describes the use of differentiated instruction, with an emphasis on science content.

· Middle School Science: Access for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder provides strategies for use in a science classroom for students with autism. 
· Science Inquiry: The Link to Accessing the General Education Curriculum discusses using the inquiry approach to teach science to students with disabilities. [Under development]
· Using Mnemonic Instruction to Teach Science provides mnemonic strategies to facilitate student science achievement. 
· Web-Based Resources for Science, Technology, and Engineering: Tools and Activities for Teaching and Learning provides guidance on web-based tools that educators may use in the classroom. 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL)


Information Briefs

· Background Knowledge Instruction and the Implications for UDL Implementation, developed in collaboration with CAST, highlights the relationship between student background knowledge and the implementation of strategies related to UDL.
· Differentiated Instruction and Implications for UDL Implementation (CAST) describes the relationship between differentiated instruction strategies and principles related to UDL. 

· Graphic Organizers and Implications for Universal Design for Learning: Curriculum Enhancement Report examines the research on the use of graphic organizers (K-12) and explores points of intersection with UDL.
· The Promise of Accessible Textbooks: Increased Achievement for All Students (CAST) describes principles related to the accessibility of textbooks and the relationship between modifying texts and improving student access.
· Universal Design to Support Access to the General Education Curriculum provides an overview of the principles related to UDL to improve the achievement of students with disabilities through general education content.
· Using a Universal Design Approach to Find Barriers and Solutions in the Classroom provides an assessment checklist to identify classroom conditions that may serve as barriers to student learning and offers practical recommendations. 
· Virtual Reality/Computer Simulations and the Implications for UDL Implementation: Curriculum Enhancement Report (CAST) describes the research base underlying the use of virtual reality and computer simulations in instructional settings. 
Professional Development Modules
· Guide for a One-Day Workshop—the UDL Way is a practical toolkit for trainers who develop one-day workshops that are focused on specific content.
· Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Training Toolkit (CAST) supports professional development providers and other educators conducting workshops in UDL by providing resources for face-to-face training sessions and ongoing support.
This resource list was produced under U.S. Department of Education Grant # H326K020003 with the American Institutes for Research.  Jane Hauser served as the project officer.  The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the positions or policies of the Department of Education.  No official endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any product, commodity, service or enterprise mentioned in this publication is intended or should be inferred.  
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For additional information on this or other topics, please contact The Access Center at � HYPERLINK "mailto:accesscenter@air.org" ��accesscenter@air.org�. 





The Access Center: Improving Outcomes for All Students K-8


The Access Center is a cooperative agreement (H326K020003) funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, awarded to the American Institutes for Research


1000 Thomas Jefferson St. NW, Washington, DC 20007


Ph: 202-403-5000  TTY: 877-334-3499  Fax: 202-403-5001


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:accesscenter@air.org" ��accesscenter@air.org�  website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.k8accesscenter.org" ��www.k8accesscenter.org�
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